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UNIT–I

STUDIESBYFRANCISBACON

SummaryandAnalysis:

“Studiesservefordelight,ornament,andforability”

FrancisBacongivesaccountofthreechiefusesofstudies.Thefirstuseisthattheyserve

fordelight.Thisdelightmaycomeinsolitudeorinleisureafterretirementfromactivelife.

Secondly,theyserveforornamentincommunication,conversationanddiscourse.Apersonwho

iswellreadcantalkmoreattractivelythananuneducatedperson.Thethirduseofstudiesisthey

helpinthejudgment,anddispositionofbusiness.Anexpertmancanjudgemattersonebyone

whentheycomefacebyfacetohimandheexecutesthemaccordingtohisexperience.However,

thisisnotthecasewithaneducatedman.Hecangivecounselsatanysituationaccordingtohis

knowledgeandthus,learnedmenarebestatmarshalingofaffairs.

Studies,however,havetheirlimitations.Iftoomuchtimeisspentatstudiesitnothing

morethansloth.Iftheyareusedexcessivelyinconversation,theyshowexaggerationandposing

ofaperson.Andifascholarmakeseachandeveryjudgmentofhislifewiththehelpofhis

knowledge,itisjustfoolishandhumorousbehaviorofthescholar.Studiesperfectnature.

Furthermore,theyareperfectedbyexperience.Baconcomparesnaturalabilitiesofamanwitha

naturaltreethatneedsprongingthatcomesbystudy.Studieshaveavastscope,itisicingonthe
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cakeifexperienceisalsoaddedwiththem.

Baconsays,“Craftymencontemnstudies,simplemenadmirethem,andwisemenuse

them”.Themenwhoarehardworkersorprimitivemenhateorcontemnstudies.However,the

menwhohavesimplewitsadmirethem.Moreover,themenwhoarewiseusethempractically.

Studiesdonotteachtheirownuse.Itisthewisdomofapersonthatteacheshimtheirusage.

Baconisoftheviewthatamanshouldnotreadtocontradictandconfuteothers;heshouldnot

believeandrelywhollyonwords;nortofindapointofdiscussioninconversation;butheshould

readtoweighthemtheirvalueandusethem.Thewriterfurthersupportsthisargumentinthe

followingstatement,“Somebooksaretobetasted,otherstobeswallowed,andsomefewtobe

chewedanddigested”.

Therearesomebooksthataretobereadonlyinpartsbecausetheyareusefulfora

persononlyatsomeplaces.Itisnotworthytoreadthemwordbyword.Oncontrary,thereare

somebooksthataretobereadnotwithcuriosity;andsomearetobereadcompletelywith

attentionanddiligencebecausetheyrequirethefullattentionofthereader.Moreover,this

categoryofbookshastreasureshiddeninthemthatcanbefoundonlybyreader’sdiligence.

Thereisanothercategory‘likecommondistilledwaters’i.e.‘distilledbooks’,thesebooksare

extractsmadefromotherbooksandcompiledinanotherbook.Thesearethemeanersortof

books.

Baconsaysamilliondollarsverse,“Readingmakethafullman;conferenceareadyman;
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andwritinganexactman”.Itisreadingthataddstotheknowledgeofamanandmakeshim

completeinasenseofhiswit.Undoubtedly,itisconversationwithothersthatmakesaman

readyforanysortofsteptobetakenpracticallyonbehalfofhisknowledge.Furthermore,itis

theskillofcomprehensiveorinnovativewritingthatmakesafullmanbecausemaniscreatedto

dowonders,makeinnovationsandgeneratenewideas.

Moreover,thewriterdescribessomefactsaboutstudies.Hesaysifamanwriteslittle

thanheneedstohaveagreatmemorytorememberallthelearnedthings.Ifamaninteractslittle

heneedstohaveapresentandsharpwit;andifamanreadlittle,heshouldbecunningtoknow

whathedoesnot.

Baconimpressesreaderthroughhiscomprehensiveandgreatsayings.Hesays,“Histories

makemenwise;potswitty;themathematicssubtitle;naturalphilosophydeep;moralgrave;logic

andrhetoricabletocontend”.

Theabovestatedcoupleoflinescontainanoceanofmeaninginit.Baconsaysthatitis

historyofancientsthatmakenewgenerationswiseandwitty.Thesearerulesandlawsstatedby

theancientsthatmakemathematicssubtitleinitsnature.Itisbecauseofhistoriesthatphilosophy

hasdeepermeaningsandlogicandrhetoricareabletodefendthrougharguments.Baconisof

theviewthatanyimpedimentorstandinthewitcanbewroughtoutbyfitstudies.Ifaperson

considersoneselfdull,hecanmakehimbetterthroughstudies.Clearly,‘bowlingisgoodforthe

stoneandreins;shootingforthelungsandbreast;gentlewalkingforthestomach;ridingforthe
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head’,similarly,studiesalsohaveaphysicalroleinmortals’life.Ifaman’switisunableto

focusatapointanditkeepswandering,lethimstudymathematicssothathemaylearnto

demonstraterationally.Ifhiswitisunabletofinddifferenceslethimstudytheschoolmen.Ifa

manisnotabletocalluponethingtoproveandillustrateanother,heshouldstudythelawyers’

cases.Baconenclosestheessaybysaying,“Soeverydefectofthemindmayhaveaspecial

receipt”.

OFFRIENDSHIPBYFRANCISBACON

SummaryandAnalysis:

FrancisBaconbegins“OfFriendship”withananthropologicalstatementofAristotlei.e

“Whatsoeverisdelightedinsolitudeiseitherawildbeastoragod.”

Itishumans’naturethatwhenevertheycomeacrosssolitude,theyactaswildbeastsdue

to‘naturalandsecrethatred’and‘aversiontowardssociety’.Therearehowever,examplesof

fewmenlike‘EpimenidestheCanadian,NumatheRoman,EmpedoclestheSicilian,and

ApolloniusofTyana’,allthesementriedtosequesterthemselvesforahigherconversation.

Baconcallstheirattempt‘falseandfeign’withoutsupportinghisargument,heleavesittothe

reader’sevaluationtodecidewhethertheywere‘falseandfeign’orrighteousintheirpursuit.

Baconfurtherdemonstratesthatsolitudemayalsoprevailsincompany;facesmaybe

nothingmorethan‘agalleryofpictures’;conversationmaybe‘tinklingcymbal’wherethereis
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nolove.AsaLatinsayingclearlysupportsBacon’spoint,“Magnacivitas,magnasolitude”.

Greatcitiesaregreatsolitudes.Thereasonbehindthisverystatementisthatingreater

cities,friendsarescatteredandthereisnofellowship.Baconsaysitisthemiserablesolitudethat

compelsapersontomakefriendsandapersonwillstowanttruefriendswithoutwhichthe

worldisnototherthanaplaceofwilderness.

Inthesecondparagraphofhisessay,Bacondescribestheutilitarianapproachof

friendship.Heelaboratesutilityofafriendinlife.

ThePrincipalFruitofFriendship:

Theprincipalfruitoffriendshipistheeaseanddischargeofthefullnessandswellingsof

theheart,whichpassionsofallkindsdocauseandinduce.Thediseasesofstoppingand

suffocationsarethemostdangerousinthebody,so,atruefriendhelpstounloademotional

burden.Apersonmaytake‘sarzatoopentheliver,steeltoopenthespleen,flowersofSulphur

forthelungs,cestrumforthebrain’butthereisnodosetoopentheheartexceptatruefriend.A

truefriendcanbeutilizedtoimpartgrief’s,joys,hopes,suspicions,counsels,andwhatsoever

liesuponhearttosuppressit.

Inthethirdparagraph,Bacontellssomebitterrealitiesoffriendship.Helaminatessome

examplesfromthehistorywherefriendshiptookplacebetweenemperorsandtheirservants.The

rulersraisedtheirservantsorsubordinatessohighthatlaterontheycausedimmense

inconvenienceforthem.Thosesubordinatesknowingtheweaknessoftheirroyalfriends,made
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attemptstomakethem theirownsubordinates.Firstly,hegivesexampleofL.Sylla,the

commanderofRome,whoraisedthegeneralofhisforces,Pompeytogreatheight.Afterwards,

PompeyvauntedhimselfforSylla’sovermatch.

BrutushadslowlymadehiswaytoCeaser’sheart.HewasCeaser’sclosestconfidantand

advisor.AsarewardoftheenduringcompanionshipprovidedbyBrutus,Ceaserinhiswillhad

madeBrutushisheirafterhisnephew.BrutushadcastaspelloverCeaser,aninfluencethelatter

neversuspectedaswicked.ThiswastobecomeCeaser’snemesislater.Ceaserhadallbut

dismissedthesenatebecausesomeillomenportendedacalamity.Hiswife’sdeadlydreamabout

animpendingdangerstrengthenedCeaser’sdesiretodoawaywiththesenate.

BrutussteppedinatthelastmomenttoprevailuponCeasertoholdbackhisdecisionof

dischargingthesenateuntilCulpurina(Ceaser’swife)dreamtsomethingbetter.Sogreatwas

Brutus’sswayonCeaserthatinoneofAntonius’letter,mentionedbyCiceroinhisspeech,

AntoniushasdisparaginglycalledBrutus‘venefica’–awitch,whohad‘enchanted’Ceaserfor

evildesigns.

AugustuselevatedAgrippahighupintheroyalhierarchydespitethelatter’smeanbirth

(notfromanoblefamily).Agrippa’scloutintheroyalcourthadsoaredominously.Hewas

enjoyingenviableprivilegeandpower.WhenAugustusconsultedtheroyalcounselorMaecenas

aboutthemarriageofhisdaughterJulia,thecounselorprofferedanawkwardadvice.He

suggestedtoAugustustogivehisdaughterinmarriagetoAgrippa.Therewasnowayanyone
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elsecouldwinherhandwithAgrappaaround.Ifthiswasnotagreeabletotheemperor,hewould

havetoeliminateAgrippa.Therewasnothirdoption.

Inthesameway,BacongivessomemoreexamplesofTiberiusCaesarandSejanus,

SeptimiusSeverusandPlautianusetc.Allthesementastedabitterfruitoffriendship.

Allthecharactersdescribedabovewerenotnovices.Theywerenotsoft-heartedand

noble-mindedlikeTrajan,orMarcusAurelius.Infact,theseeminentmembersofRome’sroyalty

werehard-nosedpragmatists.Theytooknomajordecisionrelatingtogovernancewithout

enoughcare,cautionandconfabulation.

Yet,whydidallofthem fawnovertheirfriendsinsuchbizarremanner?Thisis

explainedbythefactthatthesepowerfulpersonscravedforfriendshipintheirquestforworldly

happiness.

Baconreiterateshiscontentionbysayingthatalltheseeminentmenhadaccesstoall

pleasuresoflife,hadfamilies,wealthandpower.Theyfailedtodrawalineintheirrelationwith

theirchums.Later,thesameadoredfriendsbroughtthemdefeat,disasterandevendeath.

BaconsharestheparableofPythagoras;Corneedito;‘Eatnottheheart’.Itmayseemdark

butitistruethatthosethatwantfriendstoopentheirheartsarekillersoftheirownhearts.

TheFirstFruitofFriendship:

Thecommunicationofaman’sselftohisfriend,workstwocontraryeffects;first,it
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redoubleshisjoysandsecond,itcutshisgriefinhalves.Because,thereisnodoubtwhena

personimpartshisjoystohisfriends,hejoysmorethanothers.However,whenheimpartshis

grief,theybecomeless.Itisafactthat,bodiesbecomehealthieruponnaturalactionssuchasjoy

andhappiness.Whereas,theyareweakenedandbecomedullonsadandviolentimpressions,

sameisthecasewiththemind.

TheSecondFruitofFriendship:

Asthefirstfruitisfortheaffections,thesecondfruitisforunderstandingofthingsunder

differentperspectives.Itmakes‘daylightintheunderstandingoutofdarknessandconfusionof

thoughts’.Moreover,afriendisundoubtedly,awittycounselor.Hehelpsindifferenttough

circumstancesformakingawayrightoutoftrouble.Sharingone’sproblemswithafriendisfar

morefruitfulthanaday’smeditation.Afriend’scounselalwaysworkswhenapersonhimselfis

notclearwithhisthoughts.Itisneedofwisdomtothinkcriticallyonasituation,hence,two

mindscanthinkmoreexcellentlythanasingleone.Baconsays,‘thehelpofgoodcounselisthat

whichsetthebusinessstraight’.However,onlythatfriendislegitimateforcounselwhois

whollyacquaintedwithaman’sestate.Otherwise,hiscounsel‘willratherdistractandmislead,

thansettleanddirect.

TheLastFruitofFriendship:

Firsttwofruitshelpforpeaceintheaffectionsandsupportofthejudgment.Thelastfruit
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islikepomegranate,fullofmanykernels.Ithelpsinseveralwaysandhasmanifoldfruitsin

itself.Thereisanancientsaying,‘AFriendisanotherhimself;forthatafriendisfarmorethan

himself’.

Therearemanythingswhich,amancannotdohimself,andthenafriendisan

appropriatealternative.Undoubtedly,deathisinevitable,soifamandies,atruefriendishighly

suitabletodohisunfinishedwork.

Amanownsasinglebodythatisconfinedtoasingleplace,butwherethereisfriend,all

officesoflifeareasitweregrantedtohim,andhisdeputy.Forhemayexercisethembyhis

friend’.Amancannotspeaktohischildexceptasafather.Ontheotherhand,hisfriendcan

fulfillhisjobinabetterway.Amanhasmanyproperrelationsthathedoesn’twanttoputoff.

So,afriendcanbehelpfulinhandlinghispublicandpersonalrelations.

Attheendofthisessay,Baconencloseswitharule,‘whereamancannotfitlyplayhis

ownpart;ifhehavenotafriend,hemayquitthestage’.

SIRROGERATTHEATREBYJOSEPHADDISON

SummaryandAnalysis:

SirRogerdeCoverleyisoneofthemembersoftheSpectatorClub.CaptainSentryis

anothermemberoftheclub.InthisessaySirRogerconfessestoAddisonthathehasnoseenany

playforthelasttwentyyears.Heexpresseshiswishtoseethelatestplay,TheDistressedMother

byAmbrosePhilips.SirRogersaysthatthelastplayhesawwasTheCommitteewhichridiculed
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theCommonwealthofOliverCromwellandthePuritans.SirRogerdescribesitasa‘good

churchofEnglandcomedy’.

SirRogerdecidedtoseethenewtragedydramawithspectator.Theplay“TheDistressed

Mother”isabouttherefusalofWidowAndromachetomarryherlover.ThiskindlesSirRoger’s

memoriesofhisowndisappointedloveforawidow.Hecommentsthatmostwidowsare

perverseanditisverydifficulttowinthemover.Healsocriticizesthelanguageoftheplay,he

thinksthatingreattragedythelanguageshouldbehigh-flownandincomprehensibletothe

ordinaryspectator.

WhenHermione,anotablecharacterintheplay,walksaway,allthespectatorsloudly

claptheirhands.ImmediatelyRogerremarks,‘Onmywordanotableyoungbaggage’.Sir

Roger’sremarkuponOresteswhohasmurderedhisadulterousmotherandherillicitoveristhat

Orestes’smadnessisrichlydeservedbyhimforhismatricidalact.ThusRoger’sdramatic

criticismisoutandbasedonhisownlikesanddislikes.

Theessaythrowssomelightoncontemporarysocialconditions.Violenceanddisorder

seemtohavebeenrampantinthatage.HespeaksofthreatposedbytheMohocks.TheMohocks

werethegangsofaristocraticruffianswhoinfestedthestreetsofLondonintheearly18th

century.Addison’sessaysaredidacticincharacterbutsatireisalwaysgentle,urbaneand

restrained.‘SirRogerattheTheatre’reflectsallthesequalities.
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UNIT–II

SIRROGERANDTHEWIDOWBYRICHARDSTEELE

SummaryandAnalysis:
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SirRogerhadagreatafflictioninhisyouth.Itwasadisappointmenttohim;SirRoger

revealeditonhiswalkfromhishouse.Hesaidthatthewidowwasaperverselady.Sheill

treatedhim.Whenhethoughtofher,thesametendersentimentsrevivedinhismind.Hecarved

hernameonthebarksoftrees.

SirRogercametohisestateinhistwenty-secondyear.Hewantedtofollowhis

ancestors.Forhishealth,hehadcountrysportsandrecreations.Inhistwenty-thirdyearhehadto

serveasSheriff.Hewasprettytall,rodewellandwell-dressedastheheadofacountry.Whenhe

rodetothehallwhereassizeswereheld,hereceivedglancesfromthebalconiesandwindows.

Seeingherlook,hebecameacaptivatedcalftoher.Shewasperversewomanwhocouldbe

admiredbymen.Shehadatrainofadmirers.Shewaswell-read.Shehadfriends.Shewas

accompaniedbyaconfidante.

TheaccomplishedmistressknewthatSirRogerwasthefairestandmosthumansofall

themeninthecountry.SirRogerpretendedtocrossthecountryandwaituponher.Hesoonset

outtomakehisaddresses.

Shewasbeautifulbeyondtheraceofwomen.Therewasdignityinheraspectand

complacencyinhermanner.Noonecouldapproachher.WhenSirRogercametoherhouse,he

wasadmittedwithgreatcivility.Sheplacedherselftobeseenbyhim.Hercharmsmadehim

speechless.Thentheybegantoconverseonthesubjectoflovebutwereintervenedbyher

confidante.SirRogerhadtotakeleaveofher.Thisbarbaritykepthimatadistance.
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Intheend,SirRogeradmittedthatthesamewouldbewithanyonewhohappenedtosee

her.Anyhow,shewasanexcellentwoman.

THEMANINBLACKBYOLIVERGOLDSMITH

SummaryandAnalysis:

GoldsmithintroducestheManinBlackasoneofhisrespectablefriends.Heisoneofthe

benevolentmen.But,heisashamedofthistraitandtriestohideitfromothers.Onedaythe

narratorandthemaninblackgoforawalk.Themaninblacktalksagainstcharityfortheneedy.

Hetellsthepublicshouldnotencouragebeggarsforitwouldincreaselazinessandcheating.But,

whenanoldmanasksforhelpsayinghehasasickwifeandfivechildrentheManinBlackgives

himashillingreadily.

TheManinBlackalsotellsthatifhewereamagistratehewouldconstructmoreprison

forbeggars.Atthattime,aone-leggedsailorsaysthathefoughtforthenationandlosthisleg.

But,nonehashelpedhim.TheManinBlackisfilledwithsympathyonhearingthis.Hence,he

buysthesailor’sbundlesofmatchesforashilling.

Later,awomancomeswithtwochildren.Thoughsheissad,shetriestosingaballadas

cheerfullyasshecould.Butthevoiceisverysad.So,theManinBlacksearcheshispocket,and

findsnomoney.Therefore,hegivesthewomanthematchesthathehadboughtfromthesailor.

ThustheManinBlackhelpsthepoorandneedywithoutanyfuss.Heappearstobehard-
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heartedbutheisverygenerous.Hehasanextra-ordinarycharacter.

UNIT-III

DREAMCHILDREN-CHARLESLAMB

SummaryandAnalysis:

Lambopenstheessay“DreamChildren”bythenarratingthestoryofhisgrandmother,
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Mrs.Fieldtohischildren,AliceandJohn.Lamb’sgrandmother,hischildren’sgreat

grandmother,livedina‘GreatHouseinNorfolk’.Thishousewasahundredtimesbiggerthan

thehousetheyarelivingpresently.Lambnarrateshischildrenthestoryofthetragicscenethat

hadbeencarvedoutinthewooduponchimney-pieceofthegreathallinthegreathouseofhis

grandmother,however,thiswoodchimneywasthenreplacedbyamarblechimneybytheowner.

Mrs.Filed,theLamb’sgrandmother,wasnottherealownerofthehouse,however,duetoher

kindandhumblebehaviorandhergreatreligiousdevotionhadturnedeverybodytorespecther.

Theownerofthehousehiredherasthecaretakerandhandedoverittoherwhilehehimself

livedinanotherhouse.

Mrs.Fieldlivedinthegreat-houseasifitwasherown.Lateron,thepreciousornaments

ofthegreat-housewereshiftedtotherealowner’shousehowever;theydidn’tsuitthemodern

house.Furthermore,Lambtellshischildrenabouthisgrandmother’sdeathandfuneralthatwas

attendedbyalargenumberofpeople,bothpoorandrich.Evenpeoplefrommanymilesaround

hadcometoexpresstheircondolencesandrespecttowardher.Mrs.Fieldwasveryhumbleand

piouswomenwhoknewPsalmsandagreatpartofTestamentbyheart.

Lambthenstartstellinghischildrenabouttheirgrandmother’syouth.Shewastall,

uprightwithagracefulpersonality.Shewasthebestdancerinthecountryuntilcancerattacked

heranddeprivedherofherskill,however,thisdiseasecouldn’ttakehergoodspirits.

Furthermore,LambtellsAliceandJohnofhowhisgrandmotherusedtosleepaloneinan
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isolatedchamberofthehouse.Also,shebelievedthatshesawtwoinfantghostsinthemidnight;

however,shewasalsosurethattheseweredecentmortalsthatwouldn’thurther.Althoughhis

maidsleptwithhim,Lambwasquitefrightenedoftheghostsashewasnotasreligiousashis

grandmother.Furthermore,Lambtoldhischildrenabouttheirgreat-grandmother’sloveand

affectiontowardshergrandchildren.Lamb,alongwithhissiblingsandcousins,visitedhis

grandmotherinholidayswherethey,particularlyhe,spendmostofthehoursgazingaroundthe

oldsculptorsoftheEmperorsofRome.Hewouldgazethemasmuchasthesculptureswould

appeartohimlivingorelsehewouldturnmarble;moreover,hewouldroamaroundinthe

mansionwithoutgettingtired.Hewouldusetobealonewhileroamingaroundintheempty

room,worn-outtaperingetc.unlessalonelygardenerwouldcrosshim.Hewouldalsoroam

aboutthegardens,scrutinizingatthevegetationandflowers.Hewasmoresatisfiedinspending

hisholidayslikethisandpreferreditovertheusualhabitsofchildrenandsweetaromasof

peachesandnectarines.

Lamb,now,tellshischildrenabouttheiruncleJohnLamb.Lamb’sgrandmotherwould

loveherallgrandchildren,however,shehadaspecialaffectionforJohn.Johnwasabrave,

handsome,andspiritedman.Hehadauniquesortofpersonality.Forinstance,otherslike

CharlesLambwouldcornerthemselves,whereasJohnwouldusetomountonhorses,tour

aroundthevillage,andwouldmergewithhunters.Johnwiththepassageoftime,beingbrave,

earnedrespectandadmirationofalmosteveryoneinthefamilyandoutofthefamilyaswell.
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JohnwasafewyearselderthanCharlesLamb.JohnwouldcarryLamb,whowaslame-footed,

onhisbackformanymileswhenhewasunabletowalk.However,John,intheafterlife,became

lame-footed.Lambstilldreadsthathehadnotbeensympatheticenoughtoenduretheintolerant

discomfortsofJohnoreventorecallhisyouthwhenhewassupportedbyJohn.

However,whenJohnpassedaway,Lambwouldmisshimsomuch.Hereminiscedhis

gentlenessandhispettinessanddesiredhimtobealiveagain.Hewantedhimtoaliveagainso

thathecouldfightwithhimagain.LambfeltasuneasywithouthimasthepoorJohnfeltwhen

thedoctortookoffhislimb.

ThechildrenatthispointstartmourningfortheirdeceaseduncleanddemandLambto

proceedbynarratingsomethingabouttheirdeadmother.Thenhestartednarratingthemhowfor

theperiodlongsevenyearshe(Lamb)uncomplaininglydatedthebeautifulAliceWinterton.

WhenLambwasnarratinghisexperienceswithhiswife,hesuddenlyrealizesthattheoldAlice

iscommunicatingwithhimthroughtheeyesoflittleAlicesittinginfrontofhim.

AsLambsustainstostareitappearsthathischildren,JohnandAlice,aredisappearing

fromhim.Finally,thetwodesolatestructuresareleftoutofthemsayinghimthattheyare

neitherofAlicenorofyou,theyarenotchildrenatall.ThechildrenofAlicecallsBartramfather.

Hence,theyaremerelydreams.Suddenly,Lambwakesupandfindshimselfinthebachelorarm

-chairwherehehasfallenasleepwiththeloyalBridgetbyhisside.
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ONDISAGREEABLEPEOPLEBYWILLIAMHAZLITT

SummaryandAnalysis:

Thefamiliaressayfollowednoplanandhadnopurpose,moralordidactic.Hazlittwas

trulyafamiliaressayist;hewasfreetouseanyliteraryformhedesired.

Agreeablenessisobviouslyadvantagesforachievingandmaintainingpopularity.

Agreeablepeoplearebetterlikedthandisagreeablepeople.Ontheotherhand,agreeablenessis

notusefulinsituationsthatrequiretoughortotallyobjectivedecisions.Disagreeablepeoplecan

makeexcellentscientists,critics,etc.Itisonlyagreeableasitissheathedingoodhumour.

Hazlittisonewhoisnotafraidofloneliness.Thissentimentfindsimmortalexpressioninhis

declarationthatheisneverlessalonethanwhenalone.Hazlittwantssolitude.Hewillbea

constantreminderofone’sweaknessandlimitations.

Thevulgarandaffectedaremeanandarrogantintheirbearingandbehavior.Theycare

moreforshow,costumesanddisplayofdelicacyandrefinementthanforrealvirtuesandmoral

uprightness.Theaffectedpeoplewillfullysuppress,stifleandsealtheirfeelingsunderthe

smooth,coldandpolitepretendedrefinement.Hazlittholdsthepeopleofbothclassesin

contemptandhatred.Hedisapprovesofthebehaviorandattitudeofboth.

Theconversationismadeupentirelyofscatteredpiecesofinformationandstrayremarks

gatheredfromdifferentpublicplaces.Theargumentsofthepoliticiansaregatheredfromvarious

sourcesandcasualobservations.Hazlittpointsoutthedifferencebetweentherealandtheideal.
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Therealisthatwhichsomethingindividualandstrikingis.Theidealisthatwhichwewish

anythingtobe.Itissomethingweimagineandcontemplatewithoutanyrestriction.Therealis

true,theidealgood.

Themostdreadedthingintheworldisdeath.Hazlitt’sessay“OnDisagreeablePeople”is

apenetratingstudyintothepsychologicalcomplexionofthefearofdeath.Birthisthebeginning

oflifeanddeathitsend.Thereforedeathistheinevitablefactandoccurrenceoflife.Weshould

notfeardeath.

UNIT-IV

AFELLOWTRAVELLER

SummaryandAnalysis:

In“AFellowTraveller”byA.G.Gardinerisportrayedthethemeofuncertainty,freedom,

control,generosity,appearance,equalityandmodesty.Takenfromhis“LeavesintheWind”
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collection,thereaderrealisesfromthebeginningoftheessaythatGardinermaybeexploringthe

themeofuncertainty.Gardinerisunsureofwhenthemosquitocameintothetraincarriage.He

doesnotknowifthemosquitoarrivedbeforehimorafterhim.Thoughhedoesbecomeawareof

hispresenceandatfirstisirritatedthatthemosquitoisflyingaroundthecarriage.Whatisalso

interestingisthatGardinerspeaksofthefreedomonefeelswheninatraincarriageyethedoes

notatfirstaffordthemosquitothesamefreedom.ItisonlyafterGardinerrealizesthathecannot

controlthemosquitothatmodestyandgenerosityshownbywayofGardinerrefusingtokillthe

mosquito.ThismaybeimportantasthereisasensethatGardinerhasadmitteddefeatwhenit

comestokillingthemosquito.ItisonlythenthatGardinershowsthemosquitoanymagnanimity

orgenerosity.Whatisalsointerestingaboutthestoryisthefactthatpriortonoticingthe

mosquito,Gardinerdoesnottakeadvantageofthefreedomhehasandwhichhementionsis

availabletohim.ItispossiblethatGardinerissuggestingthatmanhimselfgetstoobusyinlife

totakeadvantageoffreedomortoreflectonthesimplethingsinlife.Likeavailingofthe

opportunitytoexplorethebenefitsofhavingatraincarriagetooneself.

RatherGardinerallowsforhimselftobedisturbedsufficientlybythemosquitothathe

trieshisverybesttokillthemosquito.ItisasthoughthemosquitohasinfringedonGardiner’s

personalspaceandGardinerdoesnotlikeitnorwillhepermitittillheadmitsdefeat.Thefact

thatoneofthearticlesinthenewspaperthatGardinerisreadingiscalled‘PeaceTraps’mayalso

havesomesymbolicsignificanceasGardinerhasdeclaredpeacewiththemosquitoyetheknows
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thathehastheperfectopportunitytokillit.Theotherarticleinthepaper‘TheModestyofMr.

Hughes’isalsosymbolicasGardinerhimselfisbeingmodestwhenheadmitsdefeatwiththe

mosquito.RatherthanembarrassinghimselfGardinergivesthemosquitoatypeofequality.The

twopassengersareequalsandassuchGardinerwillnotkillthemosquito.Thoughsomecritics

mightsuggestthatGardinerhasinsomewayhumanizedthemosquitoitmaysimplybeacase

thatGardinerisnotonlymodestenoughtoadmitdefeatbutthatheisalsodisplayingtheability

tobecompassionatetowardsanotherlivingcreature.ItisalsointerestingthatGardinerafterhe

admitsdefeatshiftsfrom apositionofviewingthemosquitoasanadversarytoafellow

companionortraveler.ThereisacompleteoneeightyinGardiner’sappraisalofthemosquito

andnolongeristhemosquitoviewedasbeingsomethingthatistroublesome.Thismaybe

importantasGardinercouldbesuggestingthatfirstappearancesmaynotnecessarilyalwaysbe

correct.Justasonemayjudgeanindividualbasedupontheirappearanceandbewrongsotoo

hasGardinermisjudgedthemosquito.IfanythingGardinercouldbeusingthemosquitoas

symbolismforanotherhumanpassengerandhowwheninaconfinedspace(thetraincarriage)

anindividualmightstrikeupaconversationwithonepersonbutperhapsduetoappearance

refrainfromdoingsowithanother.

NotonlyhasGardineradmitteddefeatwhenitcomestothemosquito’spresencebuthe

hasalsoallowedforthecarriagetoremainunderthecontrolofthemosquito.Ifanythingthe

mosquito,unlikeGardiner,isallowedtotakeadvantageoftheirenvironmentandacttotheir
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ownwill.InrealitythemosquitoisabletoexpressthefreedomthatGardinerhimselfchosenot

towhenhethoughthewasaloneinthecarriage.Whichmaybeoneofthemoralsoftheessay.

Anindividualshould,whentheopportunityarises,takefulladvantageofthefreedomthatthey

seeinfrontofthemselves.Perhapstoactasthemosquitodoesandremainsfreefromobstruction

orsocietalviews.Theresultofdoingsowillbethatanindividualwillbeabletoexpress

themselvestotheirownlikingwithoutbeinghinderedbytheconstraintsthatsocietymayimpose

ontheindividual.Itmaybebettertolivefreewhileonecanfortheopportunitymaynotpresent

itselfwithregularfrequency.Sucharethechainsthatmanallowshimselftobehinderedby

whenitcomestowhatsocietymaythink.

THEMONEYBOXBYROBERTLYND

SummaryandAnalysis:

In1925,“TheMoneyBox”cameinsightwhichRobertWilsonLyndcreatedunderthe

pseudonym“Y.Y“(Ys,orwise).Itisworthnotingthatheisoneofthegreatcontemporary

essayistsofEnglishliterature.RobertLyndwasanIrishman,hewasbornonApril20,1879,in

Belfast.Manyofhisessays,suchas“OnHolidays”,“TheMoneyBox”,“OnGoodResolutions”,

areconfirmedbyhiscreativethinking.Hisessaysweretheresultofhisartandhisinterestin

variousthingsandthoughts.

“TheMoneyBox”isabefittingessayfilledwithwitandhumor.Thisessayexaminesan
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importantproblemofthehumanpsyche.Heconsidersthedesiretosaveandthedesiretospend,

whicharisesinmanypeoplerecognition.RobertLyndbelievesthathumanrecognitionconsists

oftwo“I”.Thefirst“I”saves,butthesecond,onthecontrary,spends.The“I”thattriestosave

isperspicaciousanditmustensuretheupcomingoftheworld.Atonceintheessayfrequently

thefirst“I”thatistryingtosaveiscontestedwiththesecondonethatspends.

Thatwhospends,loveseveryminuteofhislifeandwantstolivelifetothefullest.He

seesnopurposewhythejoyfulnessofthepresent-dayshouldbeleftforthefuture.Thisiswhy

thereisastrugglebetweenthe“I”whatsavesandthe“I”whatspends.Astillsmallvoiceactsas

ajudge.Theessayitselfiseasytoread,asitisdescribedwiththehelpofjokes,suggestions,and

references.Themoneyboxisaninstrumentinordertopresenttheauthor’sopiniononthe

preservationandexpenditureoffunds.Thestoryopenswithadialogueamidtheauthorandhis

niecewhoistryingtodiscoverhowtoopenthemoneybox,beforeputtinginacoin.

Themoneyboxislikethedelusionofwealth.Whenthecoinsgetintothebox,it

becomesnotquiteapleasantthing.However,openingthisboxbecomesasignificantconcernfor

themind.Itisunderstoodthatthedesiretospendsomethingovercomesthedesiretosave,even

atsuchayoungage.Thewriterbelievesthatthemoneyboxasagiftisabsurdsinceparentsgive

childrenasentimentoftheirowngreed.Whentheauthorconsidersthemoneybox,heis

transferredtotheremembrancesofhischildhood.Heremembershowhedideverythingpossible

toturnuphismoneybox,whichhearticulatedcalmly,usingadiversityofimagesand
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comparisons.

Thisexcitingessayendswithareferencetothemoneybox.Thewriterinitsuggeststhat

thereisanextremelyvitalneedforabalanceamongsavingandspending.Theauthor

demonstratesthatpreservationshouldnotbeanobsession,andifwetalkaboutspending,then

theyshouldnotbemeaningless.Inhisessay,theauthorusesspecificandrathersensitivewords

andphrases,suchas“alotofmicklemakesamuckle”.Ofcourse,theyareaverysuitablechoice

forwritingnaturalprose.Inmanycases,intheessay,theauthorgiveshumancapacitytothe

moneybox.Thisgivesitahumorousandtruthfulimage.

UNIT–V

THEBESTINVESTMENTIEVERMADEBYA.J.CRONIN

SummaryandAnalysis:

Thisisthestoryofayoungman.ItisatouchingepisodefromthelifeofCronin.Itshows

howthetimelyhelpofCronintransformedthewaywardlifeofayoungman.
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Once,CroninwastravellingfromtheUSAtoEnglandinaship.Ashewasverytiredhe

avoidedmeetingandtalkingtofellowpassengers.Buthewascloselywatchedbyastranger.

HefollowedCroninwhereverhewent.Thestrangerwasinhisearly40s.Hewasrather

shortinbuild.Hehadfaircomplexion.Hisforeheadwasthinandhairhadbeguntorecede.He

hadclearblueice.Helookedseriousandreserved.Hewastravellingwithhiswife.Atlasthis

wifeurgedhimtomeetandtalktoCronin.

Thestrangerwasasolicitor.Hewasalsoasocialworker.Hehadbeenhelpingtheyouth

for15years.Herananorganizationdevotedtothecareofboysandgirls.Ithelpedtheslum

childrenwhohadfallenunderthebanoflaw.Theytookderelictadolescentsfromthejuvenile

courtsandplacedtheminhealthyenvironment.Theyhealedtheyouthinmindandbodyand

trainedtheminausefulcraft.Thentheysentthembackintotheword.

Thestrangerrecollectedhispastlifebefore25years.AtthattimeCroninwaspracticing

asayoungdoctorinLondon.Theyoungmanhadnoparents.Anuncleofhimgotajobasclerk

inLondonsolicitor’soffice.Hehadnofriends.Sosoonhemadebadcompanions.Hestarted

gambling.Hebetonhorses.Soonhelostallhispersonalbelongings.Inanefforttorecouphe

tookasumofmoneyfromtheoffice.Butthislastresortalsofailed.Soheturnedonthegasand

triedtocommitsuicide.

Thelandladyinformedthistothepolice.SoapolicesergeantcametoCronin.Bothofthemwent

totheroomofthestranger.Hewaslyingalmostlifeless.Croninbegantheworkofresuscitation.
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After75minutestheyoungmanrecovered.Heslowlygotupandlookedatthethreepeoplewho

savedhim.Nowherealizedthathorrorofthesituation.

Cronincameforwardandgavehimsevenpoundstenshillingstoputbackintheoffice

safe.Thustheyoungmanwassavedandhelpedtostartanewlife.AccordingtoCroninthehelp

heofferedtotheboyisthebestinvestmenthehadevermadeinhislife.

THEWORSHIPOFTHEWEALTHYBYG.K.CHESTERTON

SummaryandAnalysis:

In“TheWorshipoftheWealthy”byG.K.Chestertonwehavethethemeofflattery.

TakenfromhisAllThingsConsideredcollectionthereaderrealisesfromthebeginningofthe

essaythatChestertonisexploringthethemeofflatteryandhishesitancytogiveflatterytothose

whoarewealthy.Chestertonalsofeelsasthoughjournalistsgotoextremeswhenitcomesto

flatteringthewealthy.Itdispleaseshimthatsomejournalistsfeelthenecessitytopraisethe

wealthywhentherealityistheymaynothavedoneverymuchandmostlikelyinheritedtheir

wealth.Itisnotonmeritthatflatteryisbeinggivenbutratheranillusionofgreatnessisbeing

createdbythejournalists.Witheachjournalistconsideringthosewhoarewealthytobebetter

thantheyare.Chestertonalwaysdislikesthesimplelanguagethatthejournalists’usewhen

describingthewealthy.Hedoesnotconsiderittobeappropriateatall.Thereisasenseof

artificialityinthemannerthatthejournalistsaddressthewealthywhentheyarewritingabout
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them.Itisasthoughtheyattempttodisconnectthewealthyfromotherstomakethemouttobe

somethingthattheyarenot.

WhatisalsointerestingabouttheessayisthatChestertonappearstohavethesame

dislikeforthewealthyashedoesthejournalists.Whichmayleavesomecriticstosuggestthat

Chestertonispaintingwithabroadbrush.Thejournalistsperhapsneedthewealthyinorderthat

theycanexistandlikewisethewealthypraisingjournalistsforsuchgoodwritingorcharacter

sketches.Ifanythingthereaderdoesnotlearnmuchfromthecharactersketchesthatarewritten

bythejournalistsandwhichChestertonreproduces.Verylittleaboutanindividualcanbe

figuredoutparticularlywhenwordslike‘’simple’or‘quiet’or‘modest’arebeingused.Allthree

wordswouldinfactmostlikelybetheoppositeofwhatawealthypersonmaybe.Similarlywith

theoverglorificationofapersontothepointthatitisunrealistic.Thisservestopleasejustone

person,thewealthymanorwoman.Havingexaggerationsusedtopraisetheircharactermust

surelybepleasing.Howeveramorecalmingapproachismoreappropriateratherthanbuildan

individualuptogreatnesswhengreatnesshasnotbeenachieved.

Chestertonmightalsobesuggestingthatordinarypeopleshouldnotfallforthewordsof

thejournalistsasthewealthy,apartfromtheirwealth,arenodifferenttothem.Alsothewords

thatjournalistsemploywhenwritingcharactersketchesofthewealthyaremoresuitedforothers

whoshouldbeheldinhighesteem.Chestertonisalsoannoyedathowajournalistmightdescribe

thephysicalappearanceofsomeonewhomightbewealthy.Itisdrawnoutwhenthereisnoneed
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forittobedrawnout.Ifanythingjournalistsappeartousewordsexcessivelywhendescribing

therich.Yetthesamecannotbesaidforwhenothersarebeingdescribed.HoweverChesterton’s

realangerseemstobedirectedtowardsthejournalistswhoagainoverusethreewords‘simple’,

‘quiet’and‘modest’.ItistheirusagethatreallyrattlesChestertonandismostlikelythereason

astowhyhewrotetheessay.ThreesimplewordsthatChestertonbelievesarebeingusedoutof

context.Astowhetherthereaderagreesislefttoeachindividualreadertodecide.

TheendoftheessayisalsointerestingasChestertonappearstohighlighttothereaderas

tohowridiculousajournalists’wordchoicemaybewhenitcomestoaseriousmoment.

ChestertoncannotabidewithhowajournalistwroteofWhiteley’sfuneralasthoughthingscould

havebeenanydifferentwhenthefuneralwasdescribedas‘simpleandquiet.’Ifanythingthe

reader’seyesareopenedbyChestertonastotheliterarydevicesbeingemployedbyjournalists.

Theylackanytypeoforiginalityandthereaderisleftsuspectingthatjournalismhasfallenshort

initsrequirements.Journalismshouldbeinformativeandattimesentertaining.

Chestertonisfindingnojoyinthejournalismheisreading.Whichmaybethepointthat

Chestertonismaking.Hemaybesuggestingthatshouldjournalistscontinuetousethesame

threewordswhendescribingthewealthy.Hewillremainirate.Readingindisbeliefthestoriesof

thewealthythroughthe‘modest’lensofthejournalist.Isitanywonderthatattheendofthe

essayChestertonfeelsexhaustedandpronetotalkingOrientalhyperboletothenextwealthy

personhesees.


